
2024-25 Grandview Heights Band & Orchestra – Awards and Recognition

Middle School Honor Band Participants

District 15: Maddi Barger (8th grade), Molly Brooks 

(8th grade), Leela Stricklin (8th grade), Ellie Bills 

(7th grade), Avery Szabo-Ramsey (7th grade), 

Jack Smith (7th grade). 

 

Ohio Wesleyan: Maddi Barger (8th grade), Molly 

Brooks (8th grade), Sydney Heren (8th grade), 

Halle McNamara (8th grade), Ashlyn Quinby (8th 

grade), Rose Ritzman (8th grade), Audrey Connell 

(7th grade).

 

Middle School Solo and Ensemble

Soloists: Sydney Heren, Elliott Donahoe, Avery 

Szabo-Ramsey. 

 

Ensemble members: Maddi Barger, Emma 

Binkley, Molly Brooks, Ellie Callif, Sydney Heren, 

Ruthie McCain, Rose Ritzman, Roman Binning, 

Madi Burton, Ben Truett, Maggie Ward.

 

Total Medals: Solo I (Blue) – 4; Ensemble I (Blue) 

– 6; Ensemble II (Red) – 2 

Total Certificates: Ensemble III – 4

Louis Armstrong Jazz Band Award 

The Louis Armstrong Jazz Award is presented to the 

outstanding graduating senior jazz band member. The 
recipient must demonstrate the highest levels of 

dedication, loyalty, character, and discipline to the jazz 
band program while achieving the highest musical 

standards required of jazz music.

 


The 2025 GHHS recipient of this award is Quinn 
Markle.


 

John Philip Sousa Band Award


The John Philip Sousa Band Award is presented to the 
outstanding graduating senior concert band member 

and recognizes those young musicians displaying 
superior musicianship, leadership, dependability, 

loyalty, cooperation, and other qualities of conduct 
which school instrumental music programs strive to 

impart. The Sousa award is the most prestigious 
nationwide prize in the school band field.


 

The 2025 GHHS recipient of this award is 


Ben Carini.


Pablo Casals Orchestra Award

The Pablo Casals Orchestra Award is presented to the 
outstanding graduating senior orchestra member. The 

recipient must demonstrate the highest levels of 
dedication and discipline to the orchestra program.


The 2025 GHHS recipient of this award is 

Carmen Cunningham. 


Outstanding Orchestra Students
Grade 5: Micah Mazzotta, Abby Hoy
Grade6: Chloe Young, Zhucheng Hou 
Grade 7: Reeve Brady, Zachary Young 
Grade 8: Axel Farnham, Anders Olson
High School: LouLou Rafailidis, 

Martin Cervantes Pacheco 



Student and Director Selected Awards - All Levels

 

Outstanding Musician. This award is presented to students who demonstrate 
outstanding musicianship and make a significant contribution to the music program 
at Larson Middle School or GHHS. Recipients of this award have been involved in 
numerous ensembles and have shown dedication, musical leadership, creativity, 
and a high level of proficiency on their instruments. This year the students selected:  

6th grade: Knox Boulton	 	 	 8th grade: Rose Ritzman, Sydney Heren

7th grade: Avery Szabo-Ramsey	 	 High School: Max McCollough

 

Band Citizenship. This award is presented to students who show exceptional 
composure during all music rehearsals, giving the utmost respect to their teachers 
and peers at all times. Recipients are exemplary role models who lead by example 
and would do anything to help the music program at Larson Middle School and 
GHHS be its best. This year the students selected:  

6th grade: Grace Lanthorn, 	 	 8th grade: Molly Brooks

	 Aniyah Mahathirath	 

7th grade: Jack Smith 	 	 	 High School: Ben Ritzman, Maddie Young

 

Most Growth. This award is presented to students who demonstrate a marked 
improvement in musical achievement and a positive growth mindset. Recipients of 
this award show a strong commitment to self-improvement. This year the students 
selected:  

6th grade: Zeta Calderon	 	 	 8th grade: Brynn Duling, Kara Reardon

7th grade: Nina Lount	 	 	 High School: Audrey Siefker

 
Director’s Award. Finally, the Director's Award for Band is chosen by the band 
directors and is awarded to students who display high qualities of dedication and 
conduct and recognizes the student's outstanding contribution to the music 
ensemble. Recipients of this award have gone beyond the normal classroom 
expectations, leading by example and enriching the foundation of the Larson Middle 
School and GHHS band program. This year the directors selected:  

6th grade: Olivia Lindamood, 	 	 8th grade: Maddi Barger

	 Jacob Mitch	 

7th grade: Elliott Donahoe, Ben Truett	 High School: Carmen Cunningham, 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lucas Schmied



Senior Recognition, by Jennifer Olis


Welcome, and thank you for being here tonight as we come 
together for a truly special occasion—our Senior 
Recognition Concert. Tonight isn’t just about the music we’ll 
hear, but the people behind it—most especially the 
incredible seniors who’ve helped shape our program in 
unforgettable ways.

 

This class has done more than just grow as musicians—
they’ve left a lasting legacy. Through their passion, 
dedication, and leadership, they’ve helped take our band 
program to new heights. This year, we celebrated a 
milestone we hadn’t seen in decades—earning a superior 
rating at OMEA district contest. That achievement wasn’t 
just a trophy or a title. It was the result of years of effort, 
countless hours of rehearsal, and a shared belief in what 
we could accomplish together.

 

And as if that wasn’t enough, they also helped make 
another dream a reality: our first performance trip to Disney. That experience brought us closer, pushed us 
further, and reminded us of the magic that happens when hard work and heart come together.


But what truly sets this class apart is their resilience. Their journey hasn’t been easy. They started high school 
during the pandemic, when playing their instruments—even being in the same room—was nearly impossible. 
Then, in the middle of it all, they experienced a director change in their sophomore year. Through all the 
uncertainty, they stayed. They showed up, adapted, supported one another, and kept the music alive. Their 
commitment during those challenging times laid the foundation for everything we’ve accomplished since.

 

These seniors have set the bar high. They’ve inspired younger members, brought pride to our school, and 
helped redefine what’s possible for our program. From the late marching band rehearsals to the biggest stages, 
they’ve shown what it means to lead with passion and to perform with purpose.

 

As we reflect on the journey—on the friendships, the laughter, the challenges, and the triumphs—let us 
celebrate not just what they’ve done, but who they’ve become. And as they get ready to step into the next 
chapter of their lives, we offer our deepest thanks, our sincerest admiration, and our most heartfelt 
congratulations.

 

To our seniors: May the lessons you’ve learned, the music you’ve made, and the memories you’ve shared 
continue to guide and inspire you. Your impact on this program is real, and it will never be forgotten. 
Congratulations, Class of 2025. You've made history—and we couldn’t be prouder.

High School Honor Band Participants

Capital University Honor Band: Max McCollough 
(10th grade), Mira Bondy (9th grade).

 

Ohio State University Honor Band: Max 
McCollough (10th grade).

 

Ohio Wesleyan Honor Band: Max McCollough 
(10th grade), Charlotte Ritzman (10th grade), Isla 
Swisher (9th grade).

 

High School Solo and Ensemble

Soloists: Peyton Debelak, Max McCollough, 
Charlotte Ritzman, Callie Rutter, Isla Swisher, 
Hudson Barber, Ben Carini.


Total Medals: Solo I (Blue) – 5; Solo II (Red) – 2

Ben Carini 
Carmen Cunningham 

Annabel Dimes 
Ben Donahue 
Leva Fischer 

Porter Knouff 
Quinn Markle 

Sean McKelvey


Cooper Meade 
Anna Pulver

Ben Ritzman 
Charlie Russell 
Lucas Schmied 
Lizzy Smith 
Sophia Szabo-Ramsey

Maddie Young

Skylar Binning


